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* THE CURATE'S CONSCIENCE *
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By Harold Carter

(Copyright by W. G. Chapman.)

Rev. Aloysinge BFown was very busy

ax be stooped over his asters. They
had come up kplendidly from sead
and he wis wondering whether It
was time Lo transpiant them when he
heard girls’ vaolces upon the poarch of
his house,
»  “"What a pity the new curate lsn't
In!" =aid one of them, Miss Margery
Bowun, daughter of the wealthjest
of his parfuhioners. 1 did so want
to got him on the new committes this
morning."

“And 1 wanted to see him, too,"
sald the other volce.

Hev. Aloysius was so struck by the
quality of the tone that he peeped
arcund the edge of the house, which
was uncurately, but perhaps p.udun-
able 'in & young man of 25.
when he had ljooked the curate did
not repepnt in the least, for he saw
the prettiest girl who had ever come
within the range of his viston®

“Why, I thought you just came with
me, Maud!” exclaimed Miss Bowen.

“Listen, dear,” sald the second girl,
in whom the curate now recognized
Miss Mnud Anderson, the beauty of
the village. “‘Mr. Friend, the rector,
was telling mamma the other day that
Mr. Brown is s very impressionable
voung man. And so | am determined
to impress him. ihnven‘th;dupm—

in awe. “You are never going to
practice on the new curate! Leave
the poor man alone!™

“It will do him good, Margery.”
answered Miss Anderson. “And Tam
working on & palr of slippers for him
now, 50 you ean see that my mind
is fully made ap.”

Rev. Aloysius. overcome with
shame, retreated hastily to the safe
shelter of the tool houss, fr- ‘Hich
he watched the girls depar 56- 7o the
street,
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To be forewarned s to be fore-
armed, and the curate resolved to an-
tivipate Miss Anderson’s Intentions
Actordingly he set 10 work to coun-
termine the enemy's approaches,

The popalarity of the new curate
was soon assured. All the girls of

Freeport vied with each ‘other for his £ -

company, but it was sbon obvious
that Miss Anderson and the curate
were devoled Lo one another, I fact,
had the curate not been' so obvlbusly
simple-minded, the sifuation would

Watched the Girls Depart Down the
Street

have become scandalous. They were

seen walking together, and onoce the |

curate drove Miss Anderson to the
church committee meeting.

Rev. Aloysius, always on his
guard, felt, nevertheless, that if he
had not been warned so providential-
Iy he would have fallen a-victim. Miss
Anderson was a girl of character and
mind, as well az of beauty. Finalfy,
he began to realize that he had aimost
fallen into the trap that bhad been
laid for him,
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